AUGUST 21, 2016
Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time

Thomas Becket

MASS TIMES
Saturday: 4:30pm
Sunday: 9:00am & 12:30pm
7:30am & 10:45am Polish
Holy Days: 9:00am English
6:30pm Bilingual & 8:00pm Polish
Weekdays: 9:00am Mass: Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday
7:00pm Mass in Polish

PARISH PHONE NUMBER
(847) 827-9220
PARISH E-MAIL:
stthomasbecket@stbmp.org

PARISH STAFF
Pastor: Rev. Chris Kulig
ckulig@stbmp.org

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. John Roller

Deacon Couple: Tony and Doreen
Jannotta: (847) 690-9970
jannotta@comcast.net
Administrative Assistant:
Krystyna Maciorowski
kmaciorowski@stbmp.org
Parish Secretary / Bulletin Editor:
Liz Mika: emika@stbmp.org
Business Director: Patrick Reynolds:
preynolds@stbmp.org
Religious Education & Formation:

X - AR :
‘/c- W vozie ace ch
Renata Sosin: (847) 206-9051 2 s P VT
rsosin@stbmp.org
Music Director: Paula Kowalkowski : S { Z f—— SQ J3:3 ﬂ

\

pkowalkowski@stbmp.org
(847) 298-5450
Associate Director of Music:
Kraig Zeronik: (847) 298-5450
kzeronik@stbmp.org
Maintenance: Mariusz Klimek

1321 Burning Bush Lane ¢ Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 « www.stthomasbecketmp.org




Reflection on the Gospel

In today’s Gospel passage we continue to see Jesus making his way from one town to
another on his way to Jerusalem where he gave His life for us. He is teaching as he goes.
The current passage touches upon the topic of salvation started when someone from the
crowd, in reaction to Jesus’ words, puts a question to Him: “Lord, will only a few be saved?”
Indeed, this question asked by a contemporary of Jesus, sounds quite dramatic and
expresses the Jewish concern about whether everyone who calls himself a Jew is actually
faithful to the covenant. Jesus, in response, does not satisfy the inquirer but uses the question as an occasion for
teaching and giving practical advice to all of His listeners. To convey the message He uses a parable, a popular
tool for teaching at that time. He says: “Strive to enter through the narrow gate”. Then He proceeds to paint a
picture that shows, in essence, there will be many who will be saved and there will be some who will find the
entry to heaven closed. This parable is often perceived by contemporary Christians as frightening or, at least,
somewhat unsettling. The vision of a “locked door”, the saying: “I do not know you” and “depart from me all
evildoers” is indeed truly hard to reconcile with the vision of a merciful God. And yet as Christians, we are
expected to be His faithful disciples. What does that mean? A few weeks ago we heard someone else asking
Jesus a question regarding salvation: “What must | do to inherit eternal life?” (Lk 10:25) The answer was the
parable of the Good Samaritan with the famous conclusion, “go and do likewise” (Lk 10:37). Elsewhere, we had
been reminded about the two greatest commandments, that is: to love God with all our heart and our neighbor
as ourselves (Mt. 22:37-39).

Indeed, as the followers of Christ we are expected
to live in a certain way. The verses of today’s
parable, although unnerving, aim to shake off our
complacency and encourage us to seek and trust
in God. Toward the end of the parable we are
assured that people from every side of the world

Strive to [ 1 will enter the Kingdom of God. This means that
) salvation is opened to everyone. We just need to
enter f choose to say YES to God. It may not be easy, but
through ' g it is required.
I es 5 .
‘the ) ' ..," % Today let us take the time and reflect on what

i ' may hinder us from entering the Kingdom: Is there
narrow inder us frc e Kingdo

e LN 1] anything in my life | should eliminate in order to

d, or. . ] be able to enter through the "narrow door"?

F8 0 ok VR g Maybe it is my lack of humility, perhaps

'Lp 31324 1 ’ overwhelming apathy, maybe a conviction of self-

! e « \ righteousness or perhaps a hidden sense of

i \ 4 , superiority? Maybe it is my self-centeredness that

/ obscures my neighbor and his needs? Something

\ 2 else? What is too big or too wide for the narrow

\ ; door?

Krystyna Maciorowski
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Zamyslenie nad Ewangelia

Dzisiejszy fragment Ewangelii nadal ukazuje Jezusa w drodze do Jerozolimy, gdzie oddat za nas swoje
zycie. Jezus przechodzi przez miasta i wioski nauczajgc gromadzace sie wokét niego ttumy. Rozwazany
dzisiaj temat dotyczy powszechnego zbawienia - rozpoczety, gdy ktos z ttumu w reakcji na stowa Jezusa
stawia Mu oto takie pytanie: "Panie, czy tylko nieliczni bedq zbawieni?” Pytanie to zadane przez
wspotczesnego Jezusowi ucznia, brzmi dos¢ dramatycznie i wyraza zaniepokojenie na temat tego, czy
kazdy, kto uznaje siebie Zydem jest naprawde wierny przymierzu. Odpowiadajac, Jezus nie udziela
bezposredniej odpowiedzi pytajacemu, lecz czyni z tego pytania okazje dla udzielenia nauk i wskazéowek
wszystkim tam obecnym stuchaczom. W tym celu, stosuje popularny w tamtych czasach srodek jakim
jest przypowies¢. Wypowiedziane nastepnie stowa: "Starajcie sie wejs¢ przez ciasne drzwi ..." jak
rowniez dalsze przestanie dzisiejszej przypowiesci sg czesto odbierane przez wspotczesnych chrzescijan,
z przerazeniem lub, co najmniej, z niepokojem. Wizja ,zatrzasnietych drzwi”, stowa: "nie znam was" i
"odejdzcie ode Mnie wszyscy czyniqcy nieprawosc” to obrazy rzeczywiscie trudne do pogodzenia z wizjg
mitosiernego Boga. A jednak. Jako Chrzescijanie oczekuje sie od nas, abysmy byli Jego wiernymi
uczniami. Co to oznacza? Kilka tygodni temu styszeliSmy jak ktos$ inny réwniez pytat Jezusa o zbawienie:
""Co mam czynié, aby osiggnqc Zycie wieczne" (tk 10,25) W odpowiedzi stuchacze ustyszeli przypowies¢ o
Dobrym Samarytaninie zakonczong stynnym nakazem ,/dz, i ty czyn podobnie!” (tk 10,37). Takie w
innym fragmencie Ewangelii pytano o to jakie jest najwieksze przykazanie, a ktérym jest: ,,Kochac¢ Boga
ze wszystkich sit..., a blizniego jak siebie samego” (Mt 22,37-39).

Istotnie, od nas - wyznawcow Chrystusa - oczekuje sie okreslonego sposobu zycia. Wersety z dzisiejszej
przypowiesci, cho¢ niepokojgce, usitujg stawi¢ wyzwanie naszemu poczuciu samozadowolenia i w
zamian zachecajg nas do szukania Boga i okazania Mu petnego zaufania. Koncowe zdania przypowiesci
zapewniajg nas, ze ludzie ze wszystkich stron Swiata wejdg do Krdlestwa Bozego. Oznacza to, ze
zbawienie jest otwarte dla wszystkich. Musimy tylko powiedzie¢ Bogu - tak. Moze nie jest to tatwe, ale z
pewnoscig konieczne.

Poswieémy dzisiaj troche czasu, aby
rozezna¢ stan naszych serc: Czy jest
co$ W moim zyciu czego nalezy sie
pozby¢, aby moc przecisngé sie przez
"Ciasne drzwi”? Moze jest to moj brak
pokory, moze obezwtadniajgca apatia,
przekonanie o witasnej prawosci, a
moze ukryte poczucie wyzszosci?
Moze egocentryzm zastaniajgcy mi
blizniego i jego potrzeby? Cos innego?
Co jest za duze, co za szerokie dla
waskich drzwi?

Krystyna Maciorowski
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The Music Ministry needs you!

Do you have a talent for singing or playing an instrument?
Do you have a few free hours a week to spend rehearsing?

Then, perhaps you’d like to join the Adult Choir.
We rehearse on Wednesday evenings — beginning September 7 — from 7:00 to 8:45 pm
in the church. We usually sing two or three Masses a month.

The Children’s Choir will resume rehearsals on Sunday, August 28th
after the 10:45 am Mass in the parish hall.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call Paula Kowalkowski
at 847-827-9220 and leave a message. Thank you!!
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RE Registration for 2016/2017 School Year

Classes are filling fast, so be sure to register as soon as possible. To register, please pick up
a registration packet at the rectory or Religious Education office. You can also
register online at: www.stemilyreled.org. If you have any questions, please call Renata
Sosin at: 847-296-9051 or email at: rsosin@stbmp.org.

Rejestracja na Religie w roku szkolnym 2016/2017
Klasy na rok szkolny 2016/117 szybko sie wypetniajq. Formy do rejestracji sq w biurze parafialnym i w
biurze religii. MozZna réwniez dokonac rejestracji elektronicznie: www.stemilyreled.org. Jesli majq Paristwo
jakies pytania prosze o kontakt: Renata Sosin pod numerem 847-296-9051 lub email rsosin@stbmp.org.

Confirmation Classes for High School Students
In the middle of September 2016, we will start Confirmation Classes for high school
students from our parish that did not receive this Sacrament yet. Registration forms are in our parish
office. If you are interested, please contact Renata Sosin at 847-296-9051 or email: rsosin@stbmp.org.

Religia dla licealistow potrzebujacych Bierzmowania

W potowie wrzesnia 2016 rozpoczniemy klasy religii dla licealistow z naszej parafii, ktorzy nie otrzymali
jeszcze Sakramentu Bierzmowania. Formy do rejestracji sq w naszym biurze parafialnym.
Zainteresowanych prosimy o kontakt z Renatq Sosin pod numerem 847-296-9051 lub
e-mail:rsosin@stbmp.org
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SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE - thank you

The STB Women's Guild would like to extend a big thank you to everyone who brought
school supplies for our recent School Supply Drive! We collected approximately 784
items to be distributed to the children at Euclid and Frost schools who would have
trouble providing the supplies for themselves. Thanks especially to Sergei who came at just the
right time to help carry the boxes to our cars for delivery. The administrators of both schools
were thrilled to receive the supplies and will be distributing them shortly. We are so lucky to
have such generous and open-hearted parishioners. Thank you to Pat Jason, Marie

Virant, Prudy Mazzei, Gloria Konkey and JoRene Anderson for sorting the supplies and delivering
them to the two schools.

Akcja Otwartych Drzwi pragnie
serdecznie podziekowac wszystkim,
ktorzy ofiarowali przybory szkolne
podczas naszej corocznej zbiorki. Zebrane
zostato okoto 784 réznych przybordw,
ktore bedq rozdane dla dzieci z
biedniejszych rodzin w szkotach Euclid
i Frost. Dyrektorzy tych szkot byli
zachwyceni tymi przyborami i w krotce
je rozprowadzq. Jestesmy fortunni, e
Zze mamy tylu hojnych i szczerych parafian. S
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WEDDING
BANNS

September 3, 2016
Brian Hook &
Christina Barrera

September 17, 2016
Adam Stortenbecker &
Esperanza Martinez

Have you thought about a

If you listen, is God calling you to service?
Our parish is always in need of more ministers, such as
Ushers, Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Music Ministers.

Is this the time of your life when God is calling you to

Ministry Fair is coming soon—September 11/12.

Your help and service is greatly appreciated!

MINISTRY?

serve your brothers and sisters?

SHUDDER

When Jesus encounters deep
human wounds and sadness, he
cannot remain indifferent. He
feels deeply. When the Gospel
says that he felt compassion,
it means he shuddered in

the deepest part of himself.
With his human and merciful
heart, he connects with our

suffering. When the Lord saw AT 3\1 ‘
her, he had compassion for her:
(Luke 7:13)
ONE WORD
AT A TIME

The ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO in partnership with LOYOLA PRESS.

More on Pope Francis’s vision at: www.loyolapress.com/popefrancis

WWW.ARCHCHICAGO.ORG

©2015 Archdiocese of Chicago, Fr. Louis ]. Cameli
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© iStock.com/Juanmoning

Drzenie
Kiedy Jezus dotyka gtebokich
ludzkich ran i gtebokiego
ludzkiego smutku, to nie
pozostaje wzgledem nich
obojetny. Jezus dogtebnie
odczuwa ludzki bél. Kiedy
Ewangelia moéwi, ze On
wspotczut, to oznacza to, ze
drzat w najgtebszych poktadach
samego siebie. Jego ludzkie,

a zarazem mitosierne serce taczy
sie znami w naszym cierpieniu. Na
Jjej widok Pan uzalit sie nad nig...
(kk7,13).

Bl maa Ll

JEDNO StOWO
DO PRZEMYSLENIA

ARCHIDIECEZJA CHICAGO w partnerstwie z LOYOLAPRESS.

Wiecej o koncepdji Papieza Franciszka na stronie: www.loyolapress.com/popefrancis

WWW.ARCHCHICAGO.ORG

© Archidiecezja Chicago 2015, 0. Louis J. Cameli



GIVECENTRAL.ORG—Your contributions to the parish can be made online through a secured

site: givecentral.org

Give Central Member Enrollment Steps:
1. Go to: www.givecentral.org
2. Click on the link “New Users Register Here” or go to: www.stthomasbecketmp.org
Click on the button “DONATE” then on “START GIVING”
3. Search for St. Thomas Becket Parish either by name, zip code or address
4. Create your Give Central profile and enter your payment method (credit card or bank account)

Benefits of online giving:

« Instant record of your contributions and payments

« Email notification of contributions and payments

« Never miss another Sunday Contribution when you are out of town

« You can log on from anywhere there is internet access

ELEKTRONICZNE WPLATY WSPARCIA PARAFIALNEGO

Dokonywanie wptat ofiar ,,na tace” przez internet za posrednictwem bezpiecznego programu
GiveCentral
Instrukcja rejestracji dla nowego uzytkownika:
1.Wejdz na strong : www.givecentral.org
2. Kliknij na link “New Users Register Here”
Lub przejdz do: www.stthomasbecketmp.org
Kliknij na przycisk "DONATE", a nastgpnie na "START GIVING"
3. Odszukaj parafie sSw Thomas Becket wprowadzajac do pola poszukiwan jedno z n/w wyrazen:
.St Thomas Becket Parish”, kod pocztowy: 60056; lub nasz adres
4. Utworz swoj profil osobowy oraz wskaz metode ptatnosci
(kartg kredytowa lub przelewem z rachunku bankowego)
Obopolne korzysci wynikajace z elektronicznego przekazywania ofiar:
» Natychmiastowe tworzenie si¢ rejestru i raportoéw ztozonych dotacji
* Elektroniczne potwierdzenie dotacji
» Kontynuacja wsparcia dla parafii (nawet w okresach wakacyjnych nieobecnosci na niedzielnej Mszy)
* Mozliwos¢ logowania wszgdzie gdzie istnieje dostep do internetu

To make our Mass time more prayerful and sacred for all, please try to observe these
simple rules.

Abysmy wszysey mogli pobosnie i 3 nalezytym szacunkiem nezestniczyé we Msze S,
prypominamy i prosimy serdecnie o prestrzeganie ponigel wkazanych regut.

PLEASE WEAR

RESPECTFUL .
CLOTHING m

RESPECT (Give respect Get respect
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St. Thomas

Becket

Winning Numbers for the Week! Prize money will be mailed to the
individual listed on the winning Becket 500 2016-17ticket next
week.Winning numbers are also posted at www.stthomasbecketmp.org

Parish 207 6-77 TICKETS ARE STILL AVAILABLE THROUGH THE PARISH OFFICE.
Thursday | Friday | Saturday | Sunday | Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday
Date Aug 11 Aug 12 Aug 13 Aug 14 Aug 15 Aug 16 Aug 17
Winning Number 300 190 081 296 350 024 487
Prize Amount $25 $25 $25 $50 $25 $25 $25
CoMING Upr MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR AUG 27/28
THIS WEEK MASS | PRESIDER | MUSIC/ LECTOR | EUCHARISTIC | SACRISTAN
TIME CANTOR MINISTERS
Sun((ilay, .August 2l 201 4:30pm [Rev. Chris |Paula K. |LauraT. Pat W. Maggie B.
Food Drive Kulig Maric L. Lotty N.
Monday, August 22, 2016 Ken K.
Tuesday, August 23, 2016 Fran G.
Wednesday, August 24, 2016 Maggic B.
T}}ursday, August 25, 2016 7:30am | Rev. Peter Lucyna S. Teresa K. Dariusz B.
Friday, August 26, 2016 -
7pm Mass (P) Wojci Lucyna S.
pm Likasz B.
Saturday, August 27, 2016 Matta P.
12pm Baptism (P)
MANNA- order forms in bulletin 9:00am |Rev. Chris |Paula K. Scott S. Kathy S. Kay P.
Sunday, August 28, 2016 Kulig Linda K. Ezb D\-W
MANNA- order forms in bulletin yia W
Carol F.
Marie F.
10:45am | Rev. Peter Wojciech G. | Agnieszka A. | Jadwiga G.
Wojcik Wojciech G.
Renata S.
Malgorzata P.
Halina W.
Antonina S.
12:30pm | Rev. Chris | Paula K. [Darlene M. | Helen B. Bogdan Z.
Kulig Val G. Bogdan Z.
Gail L.
SUNDAY OFFERING / KOLEKTA
Hach Sunday Budget $ 7,700
August 14 $ 6,053  Attendance at Liturgies— 1,452
August E-Giving $ 2,257
YTD Budget $ 53,900
YTD Actual Collections  $ 55,177
# of Envelopes Sent 501
# of Envelopes Used 172
Second collection next weekend will be for the religious Education
program and for catholic schools.
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MASS TIMES PARISH PHONE NUMBER
Saturday:  4:30pm (847) 827-9220
Sunday: 9:00am & 12:30pm PARISH FAX NUMBER INTENTIONS
7:30am & 10:45am Polish ~ (847) 827-0370
Weekdays: 9:00am Mass: ’Monday, PARISH E-MAIL: Sunday, August 21, 2016
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday stthomasbecket@stb.org 7:30am TRomualda Zima
Friday—7:00pm Mass in Polish PARISH WEBSITE Lk IO
www.stthomasbecketmp.org TWiadystawa i Franciszek Krél
PARISH OFFICE HOURS tJ6zefa Kol
Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/ 9:00am tMargaret Mary McCarthy
Friday 8:00am - 5:00pm tElaine Hinchliffe
READINGS OF Thursday ~ 8:00am - 2:00pm 10:45am tKasia First
THE WEEK Saturday ~ 9:00am - 3:00pm 1Krystyna i Franciszek Szerszen
Sunday Closed t]6zef Bielecki
Readings for the Week of August 21, 2016 TP,C ter Salrycky
- ) ) TJozet Waz
R Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1-2/ INFOR,MACJE PARAFIALNE 12:30pm tFrancis Cardinal George
T };e’llj"hnzsli} 51 11113{%1/}1 39:2.21'35(; Parafia Swigtego Tomasza Becketa Monday, August 22, 2016
oneay: T i 23130y  ZAprasza calg wspdlnote polskojezyczna  g.pgam For STB Parishioners
Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10-13/ 00 Wspolnej modlitwy i nabozefistw. Tuesday, August 23, 2016
Mt 23:23-26  Msze Sw. w jez. polskim—niedziela: 9:00am For STB Parishioners
Wednesday: Rv21:9b-14/ 7:30am i 10:45am pigtek: 7:00pm Wednesday, August 24, 2016
Ps 145:10-13, 17-18/In 1:45-51 w jez. angielskim—sobota: 4:30pm 9:00am For STB Parishioners
Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-7/ niedziela: 9:00am i 12:30pm Thursday, August 25, 2016
Mt 24:42-51 NO MASS OR SERVICE
Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, Friday, August 26, 2016
10-11/Mt 25:1-13 . L. 9:00am tMadeline Sweeney
s HETi e B Parish Mission Statement 7:00pm For STB Parishioners
o t : o
Next Sunday: Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/  We, the parish family of St. Thomas Becker, S;;gday’ fuggjg 27, 5016 :
Ps 68:4-7, 10-11/Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/  are a community of believers united in Christ, ~Upm TC 0 € a? acentt
Lk 14:1,7-14  who dedicate ourselves to proclaim the Good fConnie Johnson
News and foster a sense of belonging. Sunday, August 21, 2016
Observances for the Week of August 21 i 7:30am fLeszck Damrat

Sunday: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday: Queenship of the Blessed Virgin
Mary

Tuesday: Rose of Lima, Virgin
Wednesday: Bartholomew, Apostle
Thursday: Louis; Joseph Calasanz, Priest
Saturday: Monica

Next Sunday: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary
Time

Office for the Protection of
Children and Youth:
ttharayil@archchicago.org
Thomas Tharayil: 312-534-8267

Catholic Cemeteries:
www catholiccemeterieschicago.org
708-449-6100

Give Central — On line donation
system accessible through our web-
site: www.stthomasbecketmp.org

As we gather together in prayer and worship,
we draw our nonrishment from His word
and the Bread of His Table. With shared

responsibility we go forth to serve and affirm ounr

sisters and brothers. Guided by the Holy Spirit,

we strive to build the Kingdom of God within
and beyond our parish.

My, Parafia S wigtego Tomasza Becketa,
Jestesmy wspdinotq wiernych Zjednoczonych
w Chrystusie, ktorgy troszexymy si¢ o Boge

dziedzictwo i 3 oddaniem glosiny Dobrq

Nowine. We wspolnym gromadzeniu si¢

7 modlitwie, karmimy si¢ Jego S towem
i Chlebem 2 Jego Stotu.
Z pocguciem wspolnego obowiqkn podazamy
w stugbie nasgym braciom
7 siostrom. Pod przewodnictwen Ducha
Swietego dazymy do budowania Krdlestwa
Bozego wewnatr i poza naszq parafiq.
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SPECIAL: Halina—urodziny
9:00am tMargaret Mary McCarthy

10:45am

SPECIAL: Karolina i Kenneth—

rocznica $lubu i Karolina —urodziny

12:30pm tFrancis Cardinal George




To REGISTER IN OUR PARISH, FOR BAPTISMS & WEDDINGS
Please call the rectory to make arrangements: 847-827-9220.

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Friday: 6:15pm-6:45pm, Saturday: 3:30-4:15pm.
First Fridays of the month: 5:30pm-6:45pm and ADORATION: 5:30-6:45pm

REJESTRACJA DO PARAFII, SAKRAMENT CHRZTU I MAEZENSTWA
Prosimy o kontakt 3 binrem parafialnym w celu ustalenia daty: 847-827-9220.

PreCana - przygotowanie do Sakramentu Malzeristhva - obowiazkowe. Kurs w jezyku polskin

w nasgel parafii odbedzie sie w dniach: 21 styczen, 1 kwiecieri i 20 maj 201 7r.

SAKRAMENT POKUTY

Pigtek: 6:15pm-6:45pm i Sobota: 3:30pm- 4:15pm.

PIERWSZE PIATKI MIESIACA

Spowied% i Adoragja Najswietszego Sakramentu: 5:30pm-6:45pm, Msza Sw. w jez. polskim: 7pm

RasBGe of POICKRIa

The biggest annual Polish Festival in the United States.

This year marks the 36th year of the Fest.

Where: Copernicus Center

5216 W Lawrence Ave

Chicago IL 60630

(1 block south of Jefferson Park Terminal)
Where: Copernicus Center

5216 W Lawrence Ave
Chicago IL 60630
(1 block south of Jefferson Park Terminal)

35 different bands

4 stages ( Classic Rock, Pop, Polka, Classical )
Kid's zone and kid’'s stage

10 Polish food vendors

35 merchants

Casino

Craft beer tent

Carnival & carnival rides

Music and entertainment:

Attendance: 25-30,000 patrons

Festival’s website: http://topchicago.org

Times:

Sept. 2 Friday
Sept. 3 Saturday
Sept. 4 Sunday
Sept. 5 Monday

510 10:00 pm
12 to 10:00 pm
12 to 10:00 pm
12 t0 9:30 pm

Transportation:

Metra & Blue Line Station - 1 block away

Kennedy Expressway (1-90) & Lawrence Avenue

WHY DO WE DO THAT?

CATHOLIC TRADITIONS
EXPILAINED

Question:
Why does Mary
have so many titles?
Isn't Mother of God enough?
Answer:

We all have many different roles
to play and each title we have is
based on a relationship. For
instance, a person might be a
daughter, mother, wife, cousin,
niece, employer, boss, friend,
sponsor, and customer all in the
same day! Our titles identify who
we are at a given moment. Mary
is the same way. Certainly
"Mother of God" is her greatest
title. Because of her trust in God
and in the message of the angel,
Jesus was born, becoming one of
us. But all of Mary's titles are
important. Each title highlights an
aspect of her unique relationship
with Jesus, with the church, with
each of us. She is wife, mother,
intercessor, patroness, mediatrix,
gueen, God-bearer, and a host of
other roles. Above all, it is her
faith and her willingness to say
yes to God's plan that places her
in a special place of honor among
believers. In her humanity, she
shows us how we too will be filled
with grace, as we say yes to the
Lord's plan for us. We believe that
what happens to Mary will
happen to us. She is our model,
our mother in faith.
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Peace begins with a
smile.

--Mother Teresa




