
 

 



 

 



 

 

Parish Mission Statement 
We, the parish family of St. Thomas Becket, are a community of believers united in Christ,  

who dedicate ourselves to proclaim the Good News and foster a sense of belonging.  

As we gather together in prayer and worship, we draw our nourishment from His word  

and the Bread of His Table. With shared responsibility we go forth to serve and affirm  

our sisters and brothers. Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

we strive to build the Kingdom of God within and beyond our parish. 
 

***************************************** 

My, Parafia Świętego Tomasza Becketa, jesteśmy wspólnotą wiernych zjednoczonych  

w Chrystusie, którzy troszczymy się o Boże dziedzictwo i z oddaniem głosimy Dobrą Nowinę. 

We wspólnym gromadzeniu się i modlitwie, karmimy się Jego Słowem i Chlebem  

z Jego Stołu. Z poczuciem wspólnego obowiązku podążamy w służbie naszym  

braciom i siostrom. Pod przewodnictwem Ducha Świętego dążymy do budowania  

Królestwa Bożego wewnątrz i poza naszą parafią. 



 

 

DEDICATION... 

This book is dedicated to the people of St. Thomas Becket.  

From the first parishioners who, along with Fr. Frank Wachowski,  

labored and shared their gifs of time, talent and treasure  

to fulfill the vision of creating this great Catholic community;  

to the people throughout the years who worship,  

share and continue the traditions and ministries started so long ago.  

St. Thomas Becket is not a building, it is a people of God;  

people who care for one another and for their church. 

 May we leave this legacy stronger and greater for the next generation.  

God Bless the People of St. Thomas Becket Parish! 

 

 

 

http://www.stthomasbecketmp.org/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/STB1.jpg


 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  

50th Anniversary 1969-2019 
HONORING THE PAST— BUILDING THE FUTURE 

 
 

Wrzesień 2019 
 
Drodzy Parafianie i Przyjaciele parafii Św. Tomasza Becketa, 
 
 Z wielką radością w sercu przedstawiam ten Pamiętnik  
uświetniający  50-lecie naszej parafii. 
 

 Nasza społeczność parafialna wyrosła z małego zgromadzenia  
spotykającego się w sali gimnastycznej w szkole Indian Grove, do  
pokaźnych rozmiarów w chwili obecnej. Pamiętnik ten wspomina historię 
naszej wspólnoty, od najwcześniejszych jego członków i ich działań 

poprzez liczne zmiany w świątyni i wokół niej.  
 

 Nasza wspólnota kościelna jest wieloetniczną, Msze Święte i sakramenty odbywają się w dwóch 
językach angielskim i polskim. W latach dziewięćdziesiątych kościół zmienił swój wygląd wewnętrzny 
co odpowiadało potrzebom ówczesnych parafian. Ufundowany pomnik naszego patrona i ogród wita 
wiernych przychodzących do świątyni. Prężnie przy naszym kościele działają grupy: Klub Kobiet i 
Mężczyzn, Katecheci, Lektorzy, Szafarze Komunii Św, Marszałkowie i wiele innych, są one wspaniałym 
dowodem jak umacniać i rozwijać naszą wiarę oraz pomagać innym. W chwili obecnej wróciliśmy do 
pierwotnego wyglądu kościoła z centralnego umieszczenia ołtarza do tradycyjnego.  
  

 To czym jest teraz parafia Św. Tomasza Becketa jest zasługą pierwszych rodzin jak i całej  
społeczności pracującej pod natchnieniem Ducha świętego przez ostatnie 50 lat. Jako katolicy  
musimy być gotowi stawiać czoła wyzwaniom zmieniającego się świata wokół nas. Nasza wiara  
podtrzymywała nas przez ostatnie 50 lat i wierzę, że Bóg poprowadzi nas we właściwym kierunku 
przez następne pół wieku i dłużej. A więc, uczcijmy przeszłości i przygotujmy się do budowania  
naszej przyszłość. 
 
Z pokojem w Chrystusie, 

 
 
 

Ks. Krzysztof Kulig  
Proboszcz 

 



 

 

 
 

50th Anniversary 1969-2019 
HONORING THE PAST— BUILDING THE FUTURE 

September 2019 
 
Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Thomas Becket, 
 
 It is with great joy in my heart that I present this book marking  
50 years of our parish. 
 

 Over the past half century, St. Thomas Becket grew from a small  
congregation that met in the gym of Indian Grove Elementary School across 
the street into a thriving community of those faithful in Christ. This book  
remembers the history of our flock, from the earliest members and their sacrifices to the multiple 
changes in the sanctuary and the rest of the grounds on which we sit. 
 

 St. Thomas Becket has grown into a diverse community, celebrating Mass and the sacraments 
in English and Polish. The sanctuary underwent a remodel from the original “straight-forward layout” 
to a “circular layout”, and now we are back to the straightforward. A garden and statue to our name-
sake were founded and have greeted parishioners as they come in for services for years. Groups like 
the Women's Guild, Men's Club, Catechists, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers and others have 
grown from small gatherings to great forces doing good for the greater church community. 
  

 This is a testament to the parishioners of the past, and a remembrance of their work as guided 
by the Holy Spirit as we celebrate what St. Thomas Becket is today. We as Catholics must be ready to 
face the challenges of a changing world around us. But our faith has sustained us for the past 50 
years, and I know that God will keep us in the right direction for the next half century and beyond. 
So, for now, let us take a moment to honor our past, and prepare as we build our future. 
 
In the Peace of Christ, 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Chris Kulig 
Pastor 

 
 
 



 

 

 

St. Emily Parish 
1400 E. Central Road 

Mount Prospect, IL 60056 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dear Fr. Kulig and Parishioners of St. Thomas Becket, 

 

 

Warmest congratulations on this, your fiftieth anniversary of being such a visible sign 

of Christ's presence in Mt. Prospect. 

 

Your various ministries, commissions and sensitive efforts at outreach have made the 

compassion of the Lord felt and ex-perienced by countless people over these years. 

 

The welcoming of the Polish Community was an inspired and tangible sign that you 

shared the vision and hope of Christ that “they all be one.” 

 

May the Lord in His goodness keep you close to each other and to Him as you 

continue to fulfill His charge to the Apostles and those who heard them, “You are 

witnesses to all this!” 

 

 

Much Blessing on all of you! 
 

Fr. John Roller 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
 
 



 

 

 

Dear friends of St. Thomas Becket Parish, 
 
Congratulations and best wishes as you celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Catholic community of 
Saint Thomas Becket! 
 
In the Gospel of St. John, there is no institution of the Eucharist at the last supper. Instead, there 
appears a scene of Jesus washing his disciples’ feet and entrusting them a new action and 
commandment: “You are to do what I have done for you. Love one another as I have loved you.”[JN 
13-16] Similarly, St. John has a long discourse on the Bread of life, that is, Jesus the bread come down 
from heaven. [JN 6] 
 
What do these passages say about the heart and soul of a Christian community? They invite us to see 
God’s grace working inside that very Christian community. It reveals for us how the Lord Jesus desires 
to nourish, accompany, satisfy, heal and live with his followers. It commands us to continue living in, 
and sharing, that life-giving spirit with others. The real presence is in the Eucharistic food and in the 
lived in the community of faith! 
 
As St. Thomas Becket continues in ministry, may these passages be fulfilled in your midst. As a former 
minister and pastor to St. Thomas Becket, I have witnessed first-hand the courage and zeal of the 
parishioners ministering with the heart of Christ’s vision and mission in mind. 
 
Anniversaries are a time of remembering and honoring women and men of faith who have given so 
much to creating, supporting and building up our catholic tradition over the past 50 years. It is a time 
to remember our past, and look forward to our future. When all is said and done, the good works of 
grace of St. Thomas Becket will always be recalled, not just through our words, but in the minds and 
hearts, and friendships that were formed and lived as a community of faith. 
 
 
God Bless you all, 

Rev. Edward Panek 

Pastor, St. Raymond de Penafort 

Dean Vic. 1F 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

SENATOR TAMMY DUCKWORTH’S 
OFFICE CALLED THE PARISH  WITH A CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE. 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

PASTOR 
REV. KRZYSZTOF KULIG 

2015 - present  

PASTOR 
REV. EDWARD PANEK 

2004 - 2015 

PASTOR  
REV. RALPH MOLLAN 

1980 - 1989 
Deceased  4-14-2009 

PASTOR 
REV. JOHN ROLLER 

1989 - 2004 

PASTOR AND FOUNDER 
 REV. FRANK WACHOWSKI 

1968 - 1980 
Deceased  9-1-1980 

PARISH PASTORS 



 

 

REV. JOHN VanWIEL 
 SUNDAY ASSISTANCE 

1988 - 2015 

REV. THOMAS SRENIAWSKI 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

1977 - 1978 

REV. EDMUND SIEDLECKI 
SUNDAY ASSISTANCE  

1996 - 2001 

REV. PETER McQUINN 
RESIDENT   

2009 - 2010 

REV. ROBERT TONELLI 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

1972 - 1977 

REV. ARNOLD PERHAM 
SUNDAY ASSISTANCE 

1988 - 2008 

REV. JAMES OULETTA 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR  

1978 - 1982 

REV. MICHAEL WOJCIK 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR  

1983 - 1988 

PARISH CLERGY 

REV. PRZEMYSLAW WOJCIK 
SUNDAY ASSISTANCE 

2010 - present   

REV. WALTER TAKUSKI  
ASSOCIATE PASTOR   

2005 - 2008 

REV. JOHN AHERN  
REV. HELPER  
1980 - 1984 

REV. CARL PALLASCH  
REV HELPER  
1980 - 1984 



 

 

DEACON COUPLES 

ANTHONY & DOREEN JANNOTTA 
1999 - present   

Thank you to the parishioners, staff and clergy for welcoming support and encouraging our 
ministry at St. Thomas Becket. For 38 years, we have served at many parishes around the 

country as a deacon couple. St. Thomas Becket has been, by far, the most exciting and 
challenging of them all. 

 

Becket, the Church in our country, and the universal Church have flourished; and at the same 
time are confronted with adversity like we have never seen in the past. During these times the 

Becket community has been steadfast in their Faith, while never letting the difficulties go 
unaddressed. 

No doubt the Becket community will go forward to embrace change, no matter how inspiring, 
or in the daunting unknown. Transformation is never easy, yet is necessary for all of us.  

We must never stop; in our personal prayer, worship, and work in and for the parish. 
 

Relationships made, and relationships yet to come, will continue to illustrate the  
“unity in diversity” which is St. Thomas Becket. 

 

Thank you for allowing us to be part of our Faith community. 
 

Doreen and Tony Jannotta, Deacon Couple 

GENE & POLA DAMIAN 
1985 - 1995 


